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Oceanic / Offshore Race Incidents 
from September 2007- August 2008 

 
Following requests at the November 2007 meetings to produce an update of a November 
2006 paper that details some of the notable incidents reported from oceanic and offshore 
races. It was requested to reintroduce the paper as a yearly report. The list below is simply 
the collection of some press articles. 
 
ISAF Secretariat Summary: 
 
The following three points stand out from the articles: 
 

1) The significant number of structural issues were particularly concerning keels and the 
hull shell structure in way of the keels 
 

2) The importance and positive role of the “ISAF Offshore Personnel Sea Survival 
Course” has been highlighted. The crew of Loki have been commended for being 
very professional in their approach and in conversation with a committee member this 
was partially attributed to the training course.  
 
The crew of a TP52 that lost it keel but did not capsize stated the following "(ISAF) 
Category 1 safety is very important, crew training is important, and we would not have 
survived if we had not had that experience. I had just gone and done my course. I 
had done the course before but I didn't renew it, and the last thing the guy told me 
was, 'If you are out there long enough, it'll happen to you'. But I didn't think it was 
going to be that quickly!" This highlights the importance of crew training and the 
complete revalidation course. 
 

3) Single handed sailing incident in the Cap Istanbul Race. Highlights the usefulness of 
a shadow Race Control boat, boat tracking and quick thinking on behalf of the fellow 
competitors under the excellent guidance of the race committee. These actions 
minimised potential risks and resulted in the successful location of the lost sailor. The 
lost sailor mentioned the importance of personnel location beacons which he was not 
wearing at the time of the incident. 
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2007 - Rolex Middle Sea Race  
 
Secretariat Summary: A verbal report was given by Giovanni Ianucci at the Special 
Regulation SC about the number of retirements and conditions. The significant issue involved 
a custom Reichel Pugh design that had rudder failure and eventually ended in the crew being 
airlifted to safety and the boat being washed up on the local coastline. 

Dramatic Rescue in Middle Sea Race (Source Yachting World, 23 October 2007) 

Here's the story about the dramatic rescue 
of the crew off the yacht Loki on Sunday 
night. The Australian crew were rescued 
from their yacht when, without steerage 
due to a broken rudder, they risked being 
washed up on the wind-lashed northern 
coast of Sicily from their yacht. 
 
According the race office the yacht was 
doing 15-16kts in 35-knots of wind when 
there was a sudden bang and the crew 
saw the rudder floating away behind the 
boat. The yacht owner Stephen Ainsworth 
explained how they brought the boat under 

some semblance of control and made contact with Race Control. 
 
Tomasso Chieffi, a last minute addition to the crew of Atalanta II, the Italian mini-maxi of Carlo 
Puri Negri, made the seriousness of the situation absolutely vivid. On hearing of Loki's 
distress, Atalanta diverted back to see what assistance she could offer, as Chieffi explained: 
"sailing along side with Loki, Lucas Brown finally was able to get in contact with them over the 
phone. We heard that the rudder blade was broken. The first idea was to tow them but we did 
not have a rope that was strong enough to do so. Furthermore, the sea was so high that 
sometimes the waves were breaking over the mast. It was very difficult to go too near to Loki, 
the rolling motion was so huge that it was absolutely too dangerous." 
 
The Italian Coastguard scrambled two boats, but even the larger of the two was unable to do 
more than standby the wounded Loki. With the lee shore of Golfo di Castallammare fast 
approaching and the weather conditions atrocious the decision was eventually taken to 
evacuate the crew by helicopter. 
 
The Italian Airforce Base in Trapani sent a Sikorksy HH3 F from 15 Wing to undertake the lift. 
Such was the motion of Loki and height of her mast that the crew had to get into a liferaft for 
the lift. The first eight crewmembers were picked up at about 10.20pm and the second batch 
at midnight. Before leaving the stricken yacht an anchor and about 200ft of rope were laid. It 
appears that the anchor had held with Loki spotted floating off the coast in reasonably deep 
water. Ainsworth reported that attempts to get back out to the boat were being hampered by 
the continuing bad weather in the region.  
 
That everyone was taken off Loki unharmed is testament to the skill of the Italian Airforce 
Crew who were flying in peak winds of 45-knots and reduced visibility due to the intense rain 
and thunderstorms. The height and motion of Loki's mast meant a lift straight from the yacht 
was untenable. A rescue diver, Antonio Di Domenico was dropped into the water to manage 
the transfer from yacht to liferaft and then to the helicopter. Twice. 
 
Loki's crew is all safe ashore in Palermo and were able to contact their families to reassure 
them of their circumstances. Now all they can do is wait for a window to recover Loki.  
 
Yachting World, 23 October 2007 
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2007 – Atlantic Rally for Cruisers 
 
Secretariat Summary: The Atlantic Rally for Cruisers is a rally for cruising in company with 
both a cruising and racing element. The racing element uses the ISAF offshore special 
regulations. During the 2007 race which has a large number of competitors, two incidents 
stood out, one was the medivac of a competitor injured in the galley from a Volvo 60 AAg Big 
One and the tragic death of a skipper competing on the yacht Avocet. Incident Reports are 
below: 
 
New Article Source http://www.maritime-union.org/index.php?page=archive&id=1865  
 
 
A DAY OF HIGH DRAMA ON THE HIGH SEAS 

Monday 03 December 2007
ARC Yachts Involved in Casualty Evacuation and Rescue of Migrants on the High Seas 
On Day four of ARC 2007, event organisers World Cruising Club's well rehearsed emergency 
plan was called into action following a serious accident onboard the Russian crewed Volvo 60 
- AAG Big One. Crew member Alla Byazina, suffered extensive scolding in a gallery accident 
that occurred during a gybe, in the fast trade wind conditions. After assessing the situation, 
World Cruising Club contacted MRCC Falmouth, UK, who were able to relay medical advice 
to the yacht. The on-call doctor decided that an evacuation was required as Ms Byazina 
would best be treated in hospital. 
 
In difficult sailing conditions, having to make upwind into 20 knot trade winds and 3m swells, 
the racing yacht met with a cargo ship - the MV Goodrich Bay - early this morning, which had 
been diverted by MRCC Falmouth to assist the yacht. At 10:45UTC today, the tricky transfer 
was completed and the ship assumed course for the Spanish Island of La Palma with the 
casualty onboard. 
 
AAG Big One had been leading the ARC fleet and the crew were keen to try and break the 
ARC course record of just over 11days and 5 hours. The yacht has now resumed racing, 
although their hopes of a record breaking run are now dashed. 
 
In a further incident, two ARC yachts assisted with the rescue of migrants they encountered 
late yesterday (29/11/07). Yacht Tallulah had already notified MRCC Tenerife of the location 
of the migrants, when two crew from the migrant vessel boarded the yacht If Only, as the 
yacht's crew attempted to assist them. 
 
The Spanish Navy operate constant intervention patrols in the waters between the Canary 
Islands and West Africa and were notified of the situation. Both yachts had to remain on 
station all night to await the arrival on an intervention craft. At first light this morning a 
maritime patrol aircraft was dispatched to co-ordinate, and by mid-morning the Intervention 
Patrol was on station and able to evacuate the migrants to safety. Both ARC yachts have now 
resumed course to St. Lucia. 
 
These two incidents demonstrate the effectiveness of the ARC Communications Net, with all 
ARC yachts informed of the situations and able to assist as required. However, for most 
yachts, ARC 2007 has to date been a classic trade wind crossing. Winds have been 
consistent, although a little lighter than earlier in the week and many crews have reported 
sunshine sailing with good average daily runs. Of the 235 yachts due to start with ARC 2007, 
three remain in Gran Canaria with technical problems but are expected to start this weekend.
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New Article Source http://www.sail-world.com/  
ARC correction to statement on Thompson's death Yacht AVOCET - Report on the 
circumstances leading up to the death of John Thompson  
 
Now that Avocet has completed the course of the ARC and arrived in Rodney Bay, St. Lucia 
the crew of Avocet have asked that the true circumstances of the accident onboard that led to 
John Thompson's tragic death, be circulated so that it may be accurately reported in the 
media.  
 
Correction to earlier reports:  
John Thompson was not hit by the boom. Avocet did not gybe; was not hit by a rogue wave, 
nor was ever doing anything other than running in easterly winds.  
 
The crew of Avocet have provided the following report:  
“The yacht was on port gybe (boom to starboard), running with only the main up and two 
reefs in. The wind was blowing at about 25 knots but varying between 20 and 35+, with a high 
boat speed at times. The waves/swell were about 3 or 4 meters from various angles so the 
boat was being thrown about rather unpredictably (even when watching the waves it was 
difficult to tell what would happen) and rolling up to 40 degrees each way at times. The boom 
was held firmly in place by the preventer.  
 
John was sitting on the port cockpit coaming with his feet on the port seats with only the 
helmsman and him on deck (the autopilot had failed a couple of days before). There was 
therefore only one direct witness - David Thompson. Paul Bryans was at the chart table; Ben 
Burns in the galley; Richard Thompson (John's brother) in the starboard aft cabin berth and 
Dan Thompson (John's son) was in the port saloon berth. The information below was 
provided by the crew by piecing together the facts as best known to explain the series of 
events.  
 
The boat rolled to starboard on a large, but given previous comments, not particularly unusual 
wave and John lost his footing, falling very heavily into the cockpit and face down over the 
main sheet and into the main starboard genoa winch. He grabbed the main sheet, which had 
gone slack as the boom came back almost to the centre line (the preventer appears to have 
failed) and rolled over onto his back under the sheet. The sail then filled and the sheet 
snapped taught pulling his head backwards onto the same winch.  
 
The crew were all on deck within seconds and John was put in the recovery position and the 
boat onto a starboard reach to clear the sheets away from him and stabilise the boat as much 
as possible. Two crew held Medical Care at Sea qualifications and the yacht had most of a 
MCA Category A medical kit on board, but these were of no use in the circumstances.  
 
The incident occurred mid-Atlantic whilst the yacht was at approximate position 15˚28N 
43˚59W, 980 nautical miles East of St.Lucia and 1090 nautical miles West of the Cape Verde 
Islands, well beyond the range of any land based assistance.  
 
Following contact with MRCC Falmouth and MRCC Fort de France a rendezvous with the 
Italian cruise ship Costa Mediterranea was arranged, and at first light the following morning, 
John and his son Dan were transferred to the ship in what was a difficult and dangerous 
manoeuvre for the 12.07m yacht.  
 
MRCC Falmouth and MRCC Fort de France both did magnificent work in assisting the crew of 
Avocet and finding Costa Mediterranea which had the best medical facilities that could be 
expected in the vicinity and it was extremely fortunate that it was going to Barbados which 
has the main teaching hospital for the Eastern Caribbean.  
 
Paul Bryans comments 'We would ask your assistance in passing on our thanks to all those 
mentioned above, especially the crew of ARC yacht Tomorrow More'.  
by ARC   8:46 PM Mon 17 Dec 2007 GMT 
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2007 - Sydney – Hobart 
 
Secretariat Summary: The Sydney Hobart had fewer incidents than in recent years the most 
significant one was the partial keel failure of the Sydney 38 as below. 
 
Retirements  

Berrimilla - Retired (in Sydney) - spinnaker wrapped around the mast 
Mr Kite - Retired - Broken rudder 
Cougar II - damaged chainplate 

 
Other Incidents (Non Retirements) 
 
Skandia – Broken mast Tip 
 
Sydney 38 - Keel Partial Failure 
 
The Goat, skippered by Bruce Foye, was lucky to not 
only win the ten-boat Sydney 38 one-design division, 
but to survive a collision with a submerged rock while 
tacking close inshore only 50 metres off the forbidding 
900ft (276m) high cliffs of Tasman Island, 41 miles 
from the finish in Hobart. 
 
The impact sheered the lead ballast bulb clean off the 
keel stem. Luckily The Goat was able to tack off to 
avoid being certainly wrecked. Her crew did not realise 
the bulb had gone until The Goat docked in Hobart, 
although a serious loss of speed indicated that the keel 
had suffered some damage. 
 
Foye says: "Going around Tasman, 12 o'clock at night, 
black, in a 20-knot southerly and we were nearly around the corner. We were just starting to 
see the lights of Hobart opening up and started bearing away. 
 
"Our satellite had gone out, so we didn't have a plotter and we weren't aware that a rock juts 
out on the southern side. We hit that. We thought it was a relatively soft hit, immediately 
tacked off and continued to sail. 
 
"We didn't expect that there would be any of the keel missing but it was very hard to get our 
speed and with a whole bunch of lights starting to close behind us, it was a very anxious 
time." 
 
Close indeed, the second Sydney 38, Gordon Ketelbey's Zen, narrowed the lead from a mile 
and-a half to about 50 metres by the finish. 
 
Boat Information from the entry details 

Formerly Estate Master, The Goat is a Sydney 38 with good credentials including a first and 
second at the Sydney 38 Nationals.  The boat is being campaigned under new owners, 
including 1993 Sydney Hobart overall winning co-skipper Bruce Foye. 

The Goat’s name is derived from Foye’s Hobart winner Wild Oats (which has for many years 
been affectionately been referred to as ‘the Goat’).  The Goat’s debut ocean race ended 
prematurely when it retired from the Audi Sydney Mooloolaba Yacht Race.  Foye and his crew 
went on to place 7th in the Sydney 38 division of the Audi Sydney Gold Coast in July. 
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2007 – 2008 Clipper Round the World Race 

Exerts from dailysail.com  
Clipper yacht dismasted  
westernaustralia2011.com loses rig mid-way through Qingdao to Hawaii leg 

westernaustralia2011.com, one of the ten yachts competing in the Clipper 07-08 Round the 
World Yacht Race, has been dismasted during the leg from Qingdao, China to Hawaii.  

 
At 0600 GMT on the eleventh day of the 4,400-nautical mile Pacific leg, the team representing 
Western Australia reported that their 81ft (24.5m) mast had snapped approximately halfway 
down whilst sailing in approximately 10-15 knots of wind under spinnaker. 
 
There are no injuries onboard and the crew of 12, including the professional skipper, has cut 
away the trailing rigging using hydraulic cutters to prevent damage to the 68ft yacht’s hull. 
The yacht remains seaworthy and a full assessment of the damage is underway. 
 
Skipper Martin Silk said: “At 0600 GMT the starboard cap shroud [one of the wires supporting 
the mast] lower fitting sheared on our rigging and our mast folded at the mid-point. Nobody 
was hit by the mast or rigging. We have now detached the rigging and cleared the lines and 
although darkness has stopped us from continuing to jury rig at this stage, we will continue at 
first light.” 
 
The yacht is currently located approximately 700 nautical miles east of Yokohama, Japan in 
the Pacific Ocean. Due to strong winds from the west, the yacht will continue towards Hawaii 
under jury rig. The Clipper Race Team is looking at options for refuelling en route and it is 
likely that westernaustralia2011.com will head for the island of Midway approximately 1,400 
miles from their current position. 
 
Clipper Race Director Joff Bailey said: “westernaustralia2011.com’s Skipper, Martin Silk, 
telephoned me early this morning soon after the incident. It was obvious that the skipper and 
crew were very calm and dealing with the situation in a professional and orderly fashion. The 
top half of the rig has now been cut away to prevent any risk of further damage to the hull. 
The crew are resting overnight before setting about the task of making a jury rig and 
continuing sailing.  
 
“It is a testament to the skipper and crew, and the Clipper Training that they have all received, 
that they have dealt with a very difficult situation so well and so calmly. The Race Team is 
making plans to get westernaustralia2011.com safely to port in the quickest and safest way 
and get the team racing again as soon as possible.” 
 
Clipper Ventures is in the process of sourcing a new mast section and rigging for the yacht so 
that westernaustralia2011.com can resume racing as soon as is practicably possible. 
 
The reigning champions from Clipper 05-06 are currently lying in sixth place overall after six 
of the 14 races in the ten-month round the world series. When the dismasting occurred the 
team was in ninth place with 2,648 miles to run to Hawaii. 

 

Second Clipper dismasting  
This time it is Durban 2010 and Beyond that loses her rig on the perilous leg to Hawaii 

Durban 2010 and Beyond, one of the ten yachts competing in the Clipper 07-08 Round the 
World Yacht Race has been dismasted during the race from Qingdao, China, to Hawaii.  

At 0610 GMT on the 19th day of the 4,400 nautical mile Pacific Ocean leg, the team 
representing Durban, South Africa, contacted the Race Office to report that they had been 
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dismasted at deck level, whilst sailing in approximately 20 knots of wind.  
 
There are no injuries onboard and the crew of 16, including the professional skipper, is in the 
process of clearing the decks, cutting away the trailing rigging to prevent damage to the 68ft 
yacht’s hull from the 81ft (24.5m) mast, which weighs approximately one tonne. 
 
Durbanite skipper, Ricky Chalmers reported: “The conditions were bouncy, but we weren't 
slamming. Just before the mast broke, the helm said he bore away from a wave. I think there 
was a slam, but not major, then a double crack and then lots of shouts of "Ricky" from on 
deck. 
 
"I got everyone down below, instructed them to wake everyone and get everyone in lifejackets 
in the saloon/galley area.” 
 
Then began the process of clearing the deck. “We first secured the boom which was lying 
partly on deck, with the aft end about six feet over the side,” Chalmers continued . The crew, 
working together also managed to save the mainsail and headsails. They had to cut some of 
the rigging to release a portion of the mast and haul in the mainsail by hand but, says 
Chalmers, “After that it was pretty straight forward. Main on deck, headsails retrieved. Then 
we took a break, had a chat, had supper.” 
 
The yacht, currently 780 miles from the finish line in Honolulu, Hawaii, remains seaworthy, 
guard wires re-secured and a full deck check carried out to assess the extent of the damage. 
 
Durban 2010 and Beyond’s dismasting is not thought to have been caused in the same 
manner as westernaustralia2011.com’s rig failure on Wednesday 5 March.  
 
With 85 percent of this stage of the race complete and as a precautionary measure in the 
interest of the safety of the crews taking part in the Clipper Race, which is always the 
paramount consideration for race organiser Clipper Ventures Plc, the Race Committee, 
headed by renowned yachtsman, Sir Robin Knox-Johnston, has told the rest of the fleet to 
stop racing and to proceed to Honolulu.  
 
The Clipper Race Committee decided to shorten the course in accordance with the Clipper 
Sailing Instructions and Race 7 of the Clipper 07-08 Round the World Yacht Race finished at 
0600 GMT this morning, 13 March.  
 
Durban 2010 and Beyond currently does not need assistance and will motor towards 
Honolulu as soon as the remainder of the rigging has been made safe. Uniquely Singapore 
and Qingdao, two of the other yachts competing in the Clipper 07-08 Round the World Yacht 
Race, have been diverted to rendezvous with the South African boat in the next 36 hours to 
transfer fuel and offer any support the team needs.  
 
The crew’s next of kin have been informed. 
 
Race Director Jonathan Bailey says, “Durban 2010 and Beyond contacted me this morning 
soon after the incident. It was obvious the skipper and crew were dealing with the situation in 
a professional and orderly fashion. They are working through the night to clear the decks and 
make the boat safe before proceeding to Hawaii. 
 
“It is a testament to the skipper and crew and the Clipper Training they have all received that 
they are dealing with a very difficult situation well and calmly. As well as diverting Uniquely 
Singapore and Qingdao, I have asked three other yachts, Liverpool 08, Nova Scotia and 
Jamaica, to revisit their passage plans to Honolulu on the island of Oahu in order to converge 
with Durban 2010 and Beyond in several days’ time in case their assistance is required.” 
 
Glasgow: Scotland with style Clipper, New York and Hull & Humber are proceeding to 
Honolulu, where they are due to arrive early next week. westernaustralia2011.com is 
continuing under jury rig to Midway Island, where the are expected to arrive on Friday 14 
March to refuel before continuing to Honolulu. 
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Chairman of Clipper Ventures Plc and founder of the Clipper Race, Sir Robin Knox-Johnston 
said: “After ensuring the safety of our crews our priority is to get the yachts racing again as 
soon as possible and it is unlikely this will cause any significant delay to the race. We have 
already sourced a new mast for Durban 2010 and Beyond and are awaiting confirmation of 
the delivery date in Hawaii.” 
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2008 Rolex China Sea Race 

Etract from Dail Sail www.dailysail.com 

 
TP52 loses her keel  
Skipper Geoff Hill recounts the incident in the Rolex China Sea Race 

After a fast start out of Hong Kong and across the South China Sea, the frontrunners in the 
Rolex China Sea Race encountered a transition into lighter wind as predicted, and any hopes 
for a record run have slipped away for this edition. 
 
The Philippines land-sea breeze scenario is testing all tacticians in the fleet. Earlier today, 
several of the lead boats in IRC Racing Division headed towards shore in an effort to find 
some wind, a strategy that seems to be paying off for the likes of Hi Fi and Fortis Mandrake, 
which at 1830 were 106 miles and 117 miles respectively at speeds of 6.8 knots and 9.1 
knots and due at the finish early tomorrow morning. 
 
Jon Wardill's Australian Maid is leading IRC B division, finally in a bit of breeze, doing 6.5 
knots with 180 miles to go. In IRC Premier Cruising Moonblue II is leading, 170 miles from the 
finish, sailing at 4.7 knots.  
 
Back in Hong Kong, the TP52 Strewth, which lost its' keel in the early hours Friday, arrived 
this afternoon under power. The boat was hauled out at the Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club 
where it will be inspected and the cause attempted to be determined. 
 
Skipper Geoff Hill was obviously relieved to be safely ashore with his crew, saying: "We were 
very lucky. I can't think of any other race boat that's come back without a keel after 200 
miles." Describing the incident Hill said, "We had just gone past Ffreefire and Hi Fi. We were 
sailing a bit off the wind doing about 12 knots in 25 knots, sailing about 80 degrees off the 
breeze. I think we had a number four and the main up. We had most of the crew on the rail 
and the boat was going really, really well. We weren't pushing any harder. we're very 
conscious of it and you can't win races if the crew and boat don't get there. 
 
"When the accident happened, there were two cracks and the bolts broke: the first time, the 
boat shivered and we thought tension or something had happened and we kept on racing. 
The second one, the boat actually tipped. And because of the big broad stern, it swung 
around rather than tipped over. Then the guys brought the boat up into the breeze and then 
we let the sails off so that there wasn't any pressure. 
 
"We did a Sea Safety instruction course before the start of the race so we had a buddy 
system and everybody had their harness and gear on, and so we had them all on deck within 
a couple of minutes. We had the sails down, we assessed the situation and got the life raft out 
and then we started to balance the boat, we put water in down below. 
 
"Then we started to marshal our resources because we realized that we were 200 miles from 
anywhere. And it was closer to go back to Hong Kong than it was to go to the Philippines. And 
so we elected - even though it seemed like a long way to go without a keel - that we would try. 
Very stressful night, everyone was on deck awake. Next morning, just before the "sched", we 
spoke to the race office again and they had been in touch with some of the other competitors. 
And we saw Cloud (the Beneteau 44.7, in IRC Racing 2, skipper Olivier Decamps) on the 
horizon, nicest cloud we've ever seen! They came to our aid and, very unselfishly, gave up 
their race, and they're a very good boat, they would have done very well (in the race). They 
escorted us back and I think that is true seamanship. I think that's one of the spirits of racing. 
I've done quite a few Rolex races, mainly the Rolex Sydney Hobart, but I've done Newport 
Bermuda too, and I think that is real spirit of competitorship, you give up yourself to stand by, 
and they escorted us all the way back and that was fantastic." 
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Hill concluded: "(ISAF) Category 1 safety is very important, crew training is important, 
and we would not have survived if we had not had that experience. I had just gone and 
done my course. I had done the course before but I didn't renew it, and the last thing 
the guy told me was, 'If you are out there long enough, it'll happen to you'. But I didn't 
think it was going to be that quickly!"  

 
2008 GP26 Regatta South America 

 

Little Wet Big Men 

 

 

So there we were singing the praises of the GP 26 class (see Little Big Man below) when 
we got these shots. Yep a GP 26 called Grand Prix II, and was built by Argentinean 
designer/builder Edgardo Martinolli at the Rolex South Atlantic Cup in Punta del Este, 
Uruguay. We don't know much other than they were leading the pack, and about to round 
the leeward mark to start the second beat when suddenly... Everyone to the water...luckily 
no one was hurt. Thanks to anarchist Juan Real de Azua for the dope. 

02/01/08 
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2008 
 
Body of Larkspur sailor found; one missing as search suspended 
Joe Wolfcale   
Article Launched: 03/16/2008 07:01:15 PM PDT 
A body that washed ashore Sunday morning near Half Moon Bay was identified Sunday 
evening as that of a Larkspur man, one of two sailors missing when a sailboat they were 
racing Saturday did not return to its Sausalito berth, U.S. Coast Guard officials said. 
 
The body of Anthony Harrow of Larkspur, 72, was recovered at about 11:20 a.m. in a tide 
pool near 
Moss Beach Fitzgerald Marine Reserve and later identified by the San Mateo County 
coroner's 
office. He was wearing a life vest. Still missing is Daisy's skipper, Kirby Gale, whose wife 
reported her 67-year-old husband missing, a Coast Guard spokesperson said. Gale was 
identified as a Marin resident, but his hometown was unknown by the Coast Guard. 
 
The search for Gale was suspended Sunday as darkness fell. 
 
A human can survive about 30 minutes in 50- degree ocean water before hypothermia 
becomes fatal. Earlier Sunday, the Coast Guard recovered debris - wood planks, pieces of a 
rudder and the door of a small refrigerator typically found on boats - near the No. 2 buoy, 
about five nautical miles west of the Golden Gate Bridge, said U.S. Coast Guard 
spokeswoman Lt. Lauren Kolumbic. Authorities haven't confirmed that pieces of the boat 
were from the Daisy. 
 
The Coast Guard search included a helicopter, a C- 130 aircraft and several boats as far 
south as Monterey, and the Coast Guard asked its auxiliary groups to begin searching the 
coastline south of San Francisco. A 34-foot patrol vessel from the Marin County Sheriff's 
Department took part in the search. 
 
The Daisy, a 32-foot white boat with green trim, has been berthed at Richardson Bay Marina 
for many years, according to Roberta Jacoby, the marina' s weekend harbormaster. She 
declined to provide details about the vessel or its owner, citing the marina's confidentiality 
regulations. 
 
The Daisy was entered in the 27th annual Doublehanded Lightship race, which took place on 
a course of about 24 nautical miles. The race had 5- minute staggered starts for each of the 
race's four divisions, including Division D, for slower vessels such as the Daisy. More than 40 
boats left the start point. 
 
The race started at 9 a.m. in front of the Golden Gate Yacht Club, near Crissy Field along the 
San Francisco waterfront, and took boats west under the Golden Gate Bridge. Sailors raced 
11 miles west to a point known as the Lightship buoy, a reference marker for vessels entering 
and exiting the channel to the bay, according to Pat Broderick, chairman of the Yacht Racing 
Association of Northern California. 
 
The race was scheduled to last until 4 p.m. The Daisy was listed on the race results as DNF, 
for "did not finish." When the boat did not return to the Sausalito marina by 6 p.m., the Coast 
Guard was contacted. 
 
Broderick, who lives in Santa Rosa but keeps his boat on a trailer at Schoonmaker Point 
Marina in Sausalito, said he was scheduled to compete in Division D with his Santana 22 
named Elaine. The hoist that lifts boats from trailers was broken, so Broderick and his wife 
took the Larkspur Ferry to San Francisco and watched from Pier 39 as boats returned later in 
the afternoon. 
 
"It's unusual, if indeed a boat has been lost," said Broderick, a sailor on the bay for more than 
30 years. "Judging from looking at some of the results, there might have been periods of time 
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when the winds died. That wouldn't have been unusual for this time of year, unless there was 
a storm going through." 
 
Broderick said the Daisy was a Cheoy Lee 31, a Fiberglas hull, double-masted vessel 
considered sturdy and capable of maneuvering in ocean waters.  
 
The Coast Guard said there was a small craft advisory issued Saturday because of 12 to 14 
foot swells and sustained winds between 25 to 30 knots. 
 
Race organizers have an alternate course outlined inside the bay if ocean seas are too rough. 
Representatives of the Island Yacht Club were unavailable Sunday. 
 
Anyone with information about the missing vessel is asked to call the Coast Guard at 399-
3547. 
 
Contact Joe Wolfcale via e-mail at 
jwolfcale@marinij.com . IJ sailing columnist Jan 
Pehrson contributed to this report. 
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2008 - Cap Istanbul Race 
 
Secretariat Notes: During a Figaro 2 single handed race a boat was spotted by a fellow 
competitor that there were no signs of life aboard. The article below shows good race 
management skills in terms of fleet support use of onboard tracking to aid in the search for 
the sailor who was fortunate to be found alive. 

Exert from Sail-World.com 
Offshore Events 
Man overboard - Bouvet rescued after 2 hours 
9:50 AM Sat 20 Sep 2008 GMT 
 

 
 

 
The skipper of SIRMA, Christophe Bouvet, rescued from the water after two hours 
 

Early last night on Friday 19 September 
at around 20:00 hours, Cap Istanbul 
Race Management was alerted by 
Matthieu Girolet, skipper of Entreprendre 
Lafont Presse, that there didn’t seem to 
be any sign of life aboard the boat 
SIRMA. 
 
Christian Gout and his men immediately 
tried to contact Christophe Bouvet but to 
no avail. A rescue party was rapidly put 
together and the closest competitors 

were diverted. Little by little the whole fleet was searching for Christophe. 
 
This solidarity paid off in the end since Christophe Bouvet was recovered two hours later by Paul 
Meilhat. 
 
Stage 2 Cagliari (Sardinia) / Marzamémi (Sicily) has been rendered null and void and its start 
moved forward to later in the day. The time of the next start will be set at 14:00 hours following 
the competitors briefing. 
 
Christophe Bouvet, fell overboard in a particularly violent squall, and was fished out a little more 
than two hours later by Paul Meilhat, one of the race competitors who was diverted to go in search 
of him. The rescue came about thanks to a fine chain of solidarity. 
 
The fleet became one 
 
Faced with the gravity of the situation, the racers spontaneously decided, one after the other, to 
retire from the race and make headway under motor towards Christophe’s position. Mathieu 
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Girolet who was first to get there confirmed the news; the boat was drifting with all sails aloft and 
nobody on deck.  
 
Night fell and everyone converged on the zone. Whilst the first boats in the area began their 
search upwind of Sirma’s position, race management arrived on site. Philippe Chapel boarded the 
catamaran’s tender and climbed aboard Christophe’s boat. There was nobody there.  
 
Gérald Véniard, boosted by his perfect control of the navigation tools, took the initiative: 
we can reconstitute the memory of Christophe’s course on Sirma’s tracker. With advice from 
Gildas Mahé who had remained close by, Philippe Chapel was then quickly able to give the 
estimated position of Christophe’s fall to the whole fleet via VHF. The wait is interminable. In their 
new roles as rescuers the competitors travel the length and breadth of the zone, turning on their 
lights in the ink black night. 
 
At the request of race management, several distress flairs are fired to light up the zone and 
indicate to Christophe that there is a search underway. Despite their concern, the racers stay calm. 
The minutes tick by. 
 
It’s already been two hours since the search began when Paul Meilhat announces on the VHF that 
he has just picked up Christophe Bouvet. Christophe is fine and completely lucid. With the race 
having been rendered null and void, they won’t set off again just yet. The competitors return to 
Cagliari . . . The meeting of the fleet promises to be a good one. Tomorrow is another day. 
 
Interview de Christian Gout, race director, goes over the facts: 
'At around 2000 hrs, we received a VHF call from the skipper Matthieu Girolet announcing that he 
had just passed the boat SIRMA which was broached in the water, spinnaker feathered and 
nobody on deck. At that point, there was a strong wind due to a stormy squall. We immediately 
called the skipper of SIRMA, Christophe Bouvet, on the VHF. 
 
Without response from him there were two possibilities: either he was aboard incapable of 
answering our call, or he had gone overboard. Aboard the Race Management boat, we 
immediately diverted our course despite the bad weather, in a bid to make towards the boat, 
whose position we had thanks to its VHF Icom. 
 
At the same time we asked three competitors, who were located within a 3 mile (6 km) radius of it, 
to do the same. At night in the breeze, they immediately acknowledged their presence and set 
about turning back, into the wind. 
 
We positioned ourselves upwind of the boat’s estimated position at the moment of the accident as 
a boat drifts quicker than a man in the water. We had to be fast as the survival time of a man 
overboard is short. 
 
Less than two hours later, Paul Meilhat, one of the diverted competitors, found Christophe who 
was floating despite his foulies. Despite big seas he managed to pull him aboard prior to 
transferring him to an Italian Guardia launch which was patrolling with us. 
 
It was fortunate that the accident occurred in the Mediterranean where the water is warm. In the 
Atlantic it would have been a different story. Everyone did their job, and reacted well without 
panicking. It was a good experience as Christophe is with us today. We’ll have to take lessons 
from this whilst it’s fresh in our minds. Christophe is in shock but in good health. He’s tough. 
 
The race has been rendered null and void. The 29 competitors in the Cap Istanbul are alongside in 
Cagliari. We have a briefing at 1300 hours today. According to the psychological state of the 
competitors and also the material because, in their urgency, some sails were ripped, we will make 
a decision about the new date of the departure for Marzamemi in due course'. 
 
Event website - www.capistanbul.com 
 
by Kate Jennings 
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Quoting the Skipper from the event website 

“It makes me think about how I tackle races. You should constantly wear a small personal beacon. 
The catastrophe happened so quickly. It's over now but I dare not think about what would have 
happened if I'd been one of the backrunners. I thank the organisation for having reacted so quickly and 
above all my fellow racers, particularly Gerald Véniard who climbed aboard my boat to see my tracking 
on MaxSea. He was very professional, he saved my life.” 
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2007 – 2008 Barcelona World Race 
 
9 yachts start race 
4 yachts retire  
 
Delta Dore – dismasted  
PRB – dismasted  
Veolia Environnement - dismasted 
Estrella Damm –  rudder damage 
 
 
2008 – Inshore TP52 Racing 
Sunday, July 13, 2008 

Breaking news: TP52 CAM sinks off Valencia's coast  

This is off the press. The TP52 CAM sank an hour ago, off Valencia's coast while racing in 

the Trofeo de la Reina Rolex Cup. With waves reaching 2 meters, the bow fell apart causing 

the TP52 yacht to sink in 10 minutes!!! 

 

Here's a selection of photos from some of the dozens of photographers that rushed to the 

sinking boat. 
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2008 Transat 
 
13 IMOCA 60 yachts start race 
3 yachts retire –   
BT – mast problems 
Foncia – broken daggerboard 
PRB – Abandoned – canting keel problem 



OCEANIC SUB-COMMITTEE – NOVEMBER 2008 ITEM 8a 
SPECIAL REGULATION SUB-COMMITTEE 

None Race Incident of Interest 
 
Cape Fear 38 – Keel Lose (One Fatality) 
 
Source: Sailing Anarchy.com 

Bad News 

You're looking at the keel from Cynthia Woods, recovered this weekend from the sea floor 
where the Cape Fear 38 flipped near Galveston, 
Texas, killing Roger Stone, who was trapped 
inside the turtled boat after staying back to shove 
the rest of the student crew to safety. Since the 
incident, a lot of news and speculation have 
popped up in our forums, and some of it is 
incredibly unsettling. 

According to a report attributed to one of the 
divers who recovered the keel, “The bolts with 
backing plates, washers and nuts were all still 
intact. The only damage on the fin itself is from when we were getting it back on board our 
vessel in side sees and it struck our a-frame. the bolts if I have to guess are 1"-1 1/4" in 
diameter and there were approximately 10. They would not let us take pics and all of our 
video footage from the dives was confiscated by the salvage company that contracted us. The 
key to the problem is that instead of having one large backing plate to distribute the load, 
there are three extremely small plates that do not even equal the area of the mounting 
surface of the keel itself. The 5,000 lb. keel bolted to a surface area of 3-4 ft x 4-6 in... 
Considering that there is only approximately 5/8" thickness on the fiberglass with no 
reinforcement, that is not much surface area...The area beneath the backing plates 
contained the fiberglass hull material but no more of the hull was ripped out than what came 
out with the plates.” 

A Rhode Island-based composite construction specialist named Peter Ross was heavily 
involved with the initial build of the first of the Bruce Marek-designed Cape Fear 38s for yard 
owner Kent Mitchell. This weekend, Ross jumped into the discussion on the forums with a 
bang, and if his claims of the kind of negligent, half-assed work on the part of Cape Fear 
Yacht Works are even partially true, there will be hell to pay for Mitchell and his boatbuilding 
outfit in North Carolina, and current CF38 owners should rightfully be nervous. Here's an 
excerpt from one of Ross's posts:  

“Their ads read that the boat was built by sailors for sailors. The problem is the people buying 
these boats didn't know there are no sailors in the shop, none have a clue about the loads or 
the importance of fiber orientation in these limited fiber boats. If the foreman is clueless and 
the guys laminating clueless, who was overseeing this? Why wasn't the designer on hand 
every day to ensure proper lamination and inspect the glasswork? 

Sailors have a right to know their boats are built correctly and by qualified builders with a 
passion for their trade. I will take the hits for writing this with my chin fully extended, but it is 
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time. The entire development process of that boat was a story in itself, I tried without success 
to buy those molds to destroy them, They want the barstool bragging rights too much. 
Silicone filled "brown eyed puppy dogs" touting off info as if full of knowledge and 
experience...sad. Arrogance, ego and ignorance it is difficult to keep my emotions out of this, I 
feel Roger's in my sleep, I feel his family's pain night AND day. Why would anyone want to be 
involved in this?” 

Some have claimed that Ross is a disgruntled ex-employee. We spoke to him tonight, and 
while he is definitely an emotional guy, he certainly knew a great deal about Mitchell's 
operation, and in his opinion, it was “only a matter of time” before someone got killed on one 
of the boats. 

The keel was apparently repaired sometime in the past 18 months, but we were unable to find 
anything else out about it. Bruce Marek wouldn't talk about the incident with us on the record 
given the likelihood of litigation, and the USCG station investigating the capsize told us that 
they wouldn't have anything for us for a few days. Both the Coast Guard and Texas A&M are 
investigating the incident, and we will stay on top of them both. If you have any additional 
information about the repair of the boat, let us know. 

This is probably one of all racers' biggest nightmares – the sudden, unannounced capsize of 
a race boat. We are hoping that the investigations shed some light on what caused this 
incident, and on how we can all ensure that the likelihood of it happening again is 
substantially reduced. If investigations show that Stone's death was due to the negligence or 
cost cutting of Kent Mitchell and what Ross called “Mitchell's hobby shop boat building 
operation,” this is going to get uglier in a hurry. 

06/23/2008 
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Keel Lose New Zealand (One Fatality) 
 

Sail-World.com News 
 
Sea Tragedy:Life-Jacket,Seaboots Ultimate Killers? 
9:36 PM Tue 2 Sep 2008 GMT 
 
 
 

 
 
An ill-fitting life jacket (or maybe lacking a crutch 
strap) and the weight of wet weather gear may have 
been the ultimate cause of the death of a sailor who 
lost his life when their yacht Time to Burn lost its 
keel off the coast of New Zealand. 
Warren Clark told Marty Sharp of the Dominion Post 
that they both had trouble staying afloat after the 
incident because of the weight of their wet weather 

gear. 
 
`I wanted to give up too. I kept on going because we were together.' 
 
But after doing all he could to save his mate's life in the incident, Clark could only watch as he 
floated away, face down. 
 
Cold and fatigue overcame Napier businessman Mike Claudatos early on Sunday after the 
12- metre racing yacht the pair were sailing lost its keel and flipped. 
 
They left Gisborne early on Saturday in Time To Burn and weren't far from Tauranga when 
the boat hit what Mr Clark believes was a discarded spinnaker from another yacht. 
They were sailing at more than 30kmh in an easterly wind about 20 kilometres off the coast of 
Mt Maunganui about 5.20am on Sunday 
when they felt the yacht hit something. 
'We sailed for another couple of hundred 
metres before the boat went on its side,' Mr 
Clark said. 'I was inside. Mike was steering. 
He came inside with me.' 
 
The yacht remained on its side for 20 to 30 
minutes, during which time the men were 
able to fire two flares and activate radio 
beacons. 'Claudy got out as the boat started 
turning upside down. I had three attempts at 
getting out. 'I broke the surface and there 
was Claudy at the back of the boat yelling 
out my name. 
 
'He said his lifejacket was coming off. It kept 
coming up over his head.' 
 
Mr Clark found a rope from the boat and 
threw it over the hull and around the 
upturned rudder, to give the men a way of 
clambering on to the hull. 
 
'While I was tying off the rope I pulled Claudy out of the water three times. 
'He kept going under. His lifejacket came off again. I put it back on. 
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'When I next turned to him to say, 'Claudy, we're made, we're going to be getting up on the 
hull,' he was face down and drifting away. 
 
'You've got to remember we're in sea boots and wet-weather gear and we're getting dragged 
under. It saps your strength, it really does. I wanted to give up too. 
 
'I kept on going because we were together. If Claudy had hung on for another 10 minutes he'd 
be here today with us.' 
 
When Tauranga coastguards arrived about 7am, they found Mr Claudatos' body about 200 
metres from the yacht. 
 
Mr Claudatos, 52, and Mr Clark, 57, had been sailing together for 15 years. They bought Time 
to Burn with two others in 2002. She was designed in 1994, constructed by Lloyd Stevenson 
Boatbuilders and raced successfully ever since in New Zealand. 
Maritime New Zealand will investigate the accident. The yacht has been salvaged and is 
being towed to Tauranga. 
 
by Marty Sharp, dompost.co.nz/Sail-World 
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Ker 55 - Keel Failure During Race Training 
 

Bounder Capsizes 

 
Bounder capsized in the English Channel  

Fourteen crew members have been rescued from the hull the upturned yacht, Bounder by 
the Coastguard rescue helicopter Whiskey Bravo.  
 
At 1.30 pm, Solent Coastguard received a 999 mobile phone call from the skipper Anthony 
'Ski' Haines of the 16.7m Juan Kouyoumdjian designed yacht Bounder in a position 2.5 
miles-south east of St Catherine’s Point Lighthouse. 

Solent Coastguard scrambled the Coastguard helicopter Whiskey Bravo and Bembridge 
RNLI all weather lifeboat was launched. Ventnor Coastguard Rescue Team were also sent 
to the scene. 

The helicopter winched all the casualties off the hull and transported them to their base at 
Lee on Solent. After consultation with the casualties it was deemed that no medical 
attention was required. They were taken back to the helicopter base at Lee and given hot 
drinks.  

Helmsman Jeremy Robinson described what had happened: "We were sailing upwind in 
18-20 Knots with the main and 3+ headsail and it just went bang and capsized. It was 
almost like a dinghy. We were able to get some lines from the boat and throw them over 
the upturned hull, which had sunk a little, and we got everyone out of the water." 

It appears that the yacht had broken its keel, lost stability and overturned. 

Haines had called for all the crew to put on lifejackets some time earlier and the crew, in 
sight of land, used mobile phones to contact the Coastguard. 

The yacht, without its owner, the former RORC Commodore Chris Little onboard, was out 
sail testing with a strong crew of local sailors onboard including Ben Wood, Jeremy Elliot, 
Kevin George, and Richard Lovering. Robinson commented that they had all been very 
calm and helped each other onto the hull. 

The crew are now looking into options to salvage the yacht. Bounder, built by Goetz 
Custom Yachts in Rhode Island was launched earlier this year in Portsmouth UK to 
compete in the big offshore races around the globe under IRC. Her first major debut was 
to be the Rolex Fastnet Race in August. 

http://www.challengeandadventure.com/Archives/2007/July/jweek1.html  
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Mini Transit Rig Failure 
 
News  
Flinterhaven rescues mini yacht (update)  

The Brazilian solo-sailor Carlos Alberto de Matos Luis was doing a 1000 miles qualification for 
the Mini Transat race that will start in September in Rochelle, France to Salvador in Brazil. 

On his way from Duarnenet to Ireland and back he got into trouble in the Gulf of Biscay in 40 
knots of wind and big waves when the keel of his mini started to break. After sending a 
distress signal using his Epirb, he was rescued by the French Coastguard. 

The Coastguard requested our Flinterhaven, underway from Liepaja to Santander, to salvage 
the abandoned yacht, because it was a danger to navigation. The crew of Flinterhaven, in a 3 
hour operation, managed to safely connect to the yacht. In this operation the broker mast had 
to be cut loose. 

In the meantime the wife of Carlos Alberto had contacted our Operations department in 
Rotterdam asking how to best transport the yacht from Santander back to France. Our Flinter 
Forwarding knows the ropes! 

More information about this extreme sailing class on http://www.minitransat650.com/ 

* Carlos Alberto de Matos Luis started sailing at the age of 30 and never stopped since. He 
sailed on the Laser class for many years, winning several championships. After that he sailed 
Lightning and Snipe. Some years ago Carlos and his wife he bought a 36 feet sailing boat 
and sailed along the Brazilian coast participating in severalal championships (winning some of 
them). Last year he decided to build a Mini to participate in the Mini Transat. This was Carlo's 
old dream. He wanted to have the opportunity to cross the ocean sailing and the Mini class 
was a nice option. Unfortunately the boat built in Rio de Janeiro proved not to be strong 
enough for these kind of winds. Bad luck is also the the boat was not insured, as apparently 
no insurance company is willing to take on these kind of risks.... 

 

  
 
 


